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Growing the San Diego First Church of the Brethren

Have you ever thought
about what isit going
to take to “grow” the
San Diego Congrega-
tion? That questionis
in the forefront of my
mind almost every
week. | wonder what
we mean when we use
the word “grow.”
Thinking about church
growth involves first
and foremost, numeri-
cal growth. For exam-
ple, “What isit going to
take to increase the
Sunday worship atten-

dance by 5% and the
weekly offerings by
10%?” While meeting
budget is critical to the
ongoing function of
the church, | struggle
with an understanding
of “church growth”
that encourages a con-
gregation to fill the
pews so that someone
somewhere can see a
numerical increasein a
Sunday morning wor-
ship service. Spiritual
Growth measures the
church’s mission. At-

tendance and financial
data simply missthe
point.

Churches grow when
they join together with
others on a shared faith
journey. This means
more than attending
worship on Sunday
morning. We need to
be Christ to those we
meet. Church growth
engages individuals at
the level of spiritual
need, develops a caring
(Continued on page 2)

Celebrating Beloved Sisters of the Church

The San Diego First Church of the Brethren has celebrated the
lives of two valued members during January: Carmen Torres
Boaz (1927 — 2006) and Anna Lee Harshbarger (1931 — 2006).
Sister Carmen was honored in a service at Hope United Meth-
odist Church on January 28, 2006. Sister Annawas honored at
the Greenwood Salli Lynn Chapel on February 1, 2006. They
were dedicated servants of Christ who provided service, love
and compassion to everyone they met. Sister Carmen and Sis-
ter Annawere truly saintsin the congregation. More detailed
articles about their lives and contributions to the faith will ap-
pear in the March 2006 Advocate.
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relationship and shares how Jesus
has met a personal needin a
similar situation. Relationships,
interaction and conversation
bring spiritual growth and from
that spiritual growth, the church
will grow. It may mean that a
new member of the Body of
Christ attends Bible study on
Thursday night, or choir on
Wednesday night, or AA on
Tuesday night rather than choos-
ing to attend church worship on
Sunday.

San Diego is adynamic church.
We are an incredible body of
Christ offering the love of Jesus
to those we encounter. Many of
those encounters do not occur on
a Sunday morning. That work is
not included in our “worship
count” or in amount of our offer-
ings. We have 15 youth who
come to MGC twice amonth. We
are out and about leafleting high
schoolsinviting youth to engage

Notes from Pastor Sara

in athought process that hel ps them
know their options for selective ser-
vice registration and other draft is-
sues. We have anew Bible study
that invites us to engage the biblical
text learning from one another and
the Biblical story. We offer an alter-
native worship format many times a
year that reaches the worship needs
of an intergenerational group who
seek non-traditional ways to wor-
ship. We are developing a new min-
istry opportunity called The Gather-
ing Place. The Gathering Place will
be a spiritual space for individualsto
gather and enjoy being a community.
It will be a place where we gather in
Christ presence and worship isinfor-
mal. The church is growing through
activities that minister one to another
during the week. Anytime we gather
together in Christ’s love, we are
church, not just at 10:15 a.m. on
Sundays.

Y es, we are a growing church.
Growing during the week with ac-
tivities that engage the spirit of indi-

viduals and build relation-
ships — with each other and
with the Christ. Invite individu-
alsto come share our spirit, our
peace emphasis, our bible stud-
ies, our AA groups, our MGC
Group, and our love for life! In
fact why not start asmall group
in your home and invite people
to enjoy coming together?
What about a group that gets
together to enjoy motorcycling,
and appreciates the beauty of
God’s creation on aride? What
about a movie group that gath-
ersto explore the battle of good
over evil? What about a toy
train club that gathers and plays
with the trains and talks about
life and the struggles we con-
tinually face? That is church.
That is being the Body of
Christ. That is growing the
church in the 21% century. That
iIswho we can become. Look
ahead with joy; anticipate what
God is creating.

Pastor Sara

March Conversation Group
Friday, March 10, 2006, will be
the final Conversation Group
with Pastor Sara. This opportu-
nity is a chance to reflect about
2005, and look forward to 2006.
Pastor Sarawill ask you to think
about and share what brought
you to the church. What are our
positive traits? What do we need
to do better? Join her for a pot-
luck meal at 6:30 pm. Pastor Sara
will provide the meat and bever-
age. You are asked to bring a

dish to share. Everyoneisinvited
to attend!! RSV P to Pastor Sara so
she knows how much main dish to

prepare.

The Pastor Spouse Retreat

Pastor Sara and her husband will
be enjoying the Pastor/Spouse Re-
treat the weekend of February 10-
12. Pastor’s from all over the dis-
trict will be coming to San Diego
to enjoy our wonderful weather.
The weekend will be led by Scott

and Chris Douglas. It isbeing
planned by aleadership team
from the district.

Office Staffed Sunday Mornings
Beginning Sunday, February 5",
Rae Stern will be in the office
for ahalf an hour after worship.
This provides an opportunity for
you to talk to her about calendar
dates, and any other church
business items about which you
may have questions.
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Friends Center Progress Report

While we are waiting for the fra-
ing steel for the building, volunteers
on the Friends Center Project have
been working on landscape and
maintenance. Irrigatiogystems
have been installed and foityne
fruit trees were planted on the slope
near the north gate of the church lot.
PeaceCorps Association volunteers
and young people from San Diego
Project Choice spent a Saturday
planting trees including citrus of
various kinds, avocado, guava,
peach, apple, nectarine, plumrpe
simmon and pomegranate. Thd-vo
unteers also replaced a few of the
groundcover shrubs on the slope
around the building site that had not
survived since they we planted in
2004. Forty more fruit trees were ding brush removed from peppe We have recently acquired a used
also purchased with the same gratrees on the orchard area and fr forklift which will be useful for
money and these are now decora the bank above the church kar unloading the framing steel and
the areaaround the current Peace ing lot. Additional time has beel other materials from truckshen
Resource Center office until a ptai spent on maintenance of the it is delivered. It will also be used
ing area is prepared for their paxr planted trees watering, weeding for elevating workers to assemble
nent home. control of harmful insects, feki the wall framing, straw bales and
Another Saturday was spent giwe izing. roof panels of th building.
Ken Aeschbacher
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